T his is the last ''hard copy'' issue of this journal.
After much research and discussion, the GSA Board of Directors has decided to make Genetics an online-only journal, effective January 2010. This change will not affect our editorial process or the journal's content.
We admit to some sadness in reporting this turn of events because we will miss having these volumes lying on our desks, tempting us to flip through their pages. But the increasing cost of print publication and the falling usage of the print journal demands this action. Printing and mailing costs for Genetics approached $500,000 last year, while the number of print subscribers dropped substantially. Simply put, the GSA and the journal have been subsidizing a smaller number of print subscribers at a steeply increasing cost per subscription.
The significant advantages of electronic publishing enable this course of action. Online publishing makes sense in large part because of changes that have accumulated during recent years in the prescription and process of scientific publishing and in the journal itself. For example, the August 2009 issue featured our first article PDFs with links to WormBase objects, such as gene names, alleles, and proteins, providing the community with a valuable resource and enhanced article content. This type of advance is possible only in the electronic environment. We expect this to be among the first of many collaborations with model organism databases.
As more journal articles include online-only features, such as supplemental data, the online journal has become the journal of record. Journal content is increasingly being distributed via other platforms, such as RSS feeds, and we foresee other novel means of distribution in the near future. A majority of our readers are now comfortable with the online version of the journal and access articles exclusively online; most librarians are now confident in the stability and reliability of the online archive. And librarians will appreciate the decreased demand for their shelf space.
What does this change mean to our constituentsreaders, authors, GSA members, and libraries? The journal will remain, in large part, the same. We will continue to publish 12 issues in three volumes each year. Articles will still bear DOIs and page numbers and will be available online in HTML and PDF format. We will offer print-on-demand service for individual articles and article collections (e.g., reviews, specific topic areas, all articles published by an author) for those authors and readers who want high-quality reprints. And the online journal will continue to feature appealing covers.
One advantage to authors is that charges for color figures will be eliminated. And, as online technology continues to advance at a rapid pace, we will be able to invest in better ways to present authors' articles and the supplemental information that supports them. Another consequence of the cost savings that the journal will realize is that we will not have to raise subscription prices next year. This should help us to maintain our subscription base while simultaneously supporting our library partners.
It seems clear that, for the long-term, economic restraint coupled with innovative methods of disseminating scholarly information is the path forward for the library community and for scientific societies. We are decisively embarking on that path.
MARK JOHNSTON, Editor-in-Chief TRACEY DEPELLEGRIN CONNELLY, Executive Editor SHERRY MARTS, Executive Director, Genetics Society of America FRED WINSTON, President, Genetics Society of America
